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pipe PRESIDLET HAS SEEN.

THE WHITE HOUSE ¢

WASHINGTON

March 21, 1977

MEETING WITH CONGRESMAN PETER RODINO

Tuesdail March 22, '1977
e Oval Office

-
From: Hamif{é% Jordan

PURPOSE

Congressman Rodino requested this meeting to discuss
the possibility of a federal appointment for Governor
Brendon Byrne of New Jersey.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A. Background: New Jersey has a gubernatorial election
this year, as you know. The close of filing for the
primary comes in approximately five weeks. Polls

show that Governor Byrne could possibly win the
primary but has no chance to win the general election.
Several other candidates have indicated their
intention to run in the primary, including Congressmen
Florio and Roe and Paul Jordan, Mayor of Jersey City.
There seems to be a consensus among New Jersey
political 1leaders that the best chance of retaining
the Governorship is to assist Byrne in finding a
federal job.

wwma - s

Byrne has expressed to the Vice President strong
interest in being considered for Ambassador to Ireland.
Also, he has indicated to others that other suitable '

federal jobs would be of interest. He entered the ,

Governorship after a distinguished career as a
lawyer and judge. He 1is a poor politician but a very
outstanding prosecutor and judge.

Under New Jersey law, the President of the Senate
succeeds to the Governorship if the Governor resigns.
The current President is Senator Matte Feldman.
Feldman recently pleaded guilty to charges of
corporate bribery. New Jersey Democrats believe that
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Federal Payment to District of Columbia Government — Wesk of /Ny 2
Government Corporation to Manage St. Elizabeth's Hospital
(H.R. 3335) —— ek of /ay z
Washington Metro Area Transit Authority — Wil of /14y 2
Federal Payment for Water/Sewer — |/, ,z d?/%a; 2

EDUCATION AND LABOR

Youth Employment
CETA (H.R. 2992) —— March 22

# Full Employment § Balanced Growth Act (H.R. 50)
Young Adult Conservation Corps
Elementary and Secondary Education
Elementary and Secondary Career Education Act of 1977 (H.R.7) — /arfl=
School Lunch and Child Nutrition (H.R. 1139)
Federal Mine Safety § Health Amendments Act of 1977 (H.R. 4287)
Youth Camp Safety (H.R. 4286)
Black Lung Benefits Reform Act of 1977 (H.R. 4544) — march 22
Juvenile Justice § Deliquency Prevention

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

Antirecession (Countercyclical) Assistance Act (H.R. 3730) - By stay /5
Consumer Protection Agency — 8y 2y /5

Department of Energy (H.R. 4263)- 8y may ss

Inspector Generals for Several Departments § Agencies (H.R.2819)- &y.%a,

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

Government Printing Office Plans — Eur4'/h@r
Federal Election Commission Expenses —vam&/”4§
¥ Public Financing of Federal Elections — June or W’Y
Universal Voter Registration — £arfy Hay
Library of Coagrass Ruth an— Early May
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

Alaskan Natural Gas Transportation Act

Surface Mining Control and Reclamation (H.R. 2)

Marshall Islands -- Compensation of Residents

Eniwetok Atoll Rehabilitation

Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area (H.R. 1891)

Boundary Waters Canoe Area (H.R. 2820)

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

Wilderness Preservation System (H.R. 39)
Additions: H.R. 2876, H.R. 3454

Redwood National Park Amendments (H.R. 3813) .

San Luis Unit/Central Valley Project

Guam - Capital Improvements

Indian Claims Authorization (H.R. 4585)
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. MEMORANDUM

ACTION

TO:
FROM:

il SUBJECT:

..

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 3
THE VRESIDEST HAS SETN. <:::>/"“(:??

19 March 1977

N
THE PRESIDENT 1 ) )
-

RICK HUTCHESON}QL }
Views on Administration
Agriculture Policy

Attached are the various views of your advisors on Adminis-

tration agriculture policy.
scheduled to testify next Wednesday, March 23.

Secretary Bergland is
As your

i advisors disagree on some key issues, your decisions are
needed in the near future.

Your advisors recommend that you meet with them on these

matters.

for both Monday and Tuesday.

Tim Kraft advises that you are heavily scheduled

If you wish to have a meeting

on agriculture policy, there is time available as follows:

a Monday 3:00-7:30 PM
Tuesday 4:00-5:45 PM

Attachments:

1. Eizenstat summary of the issues

2.

Vice President's summary, and his views

Blumenthal memorandum reporting the results of EPG
meeting

March 18 memo from Secretary Bergland (after EPG meeting)

original March 11 memo from Secretary Bergland (before

EPG meeting)
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EPG/BLUMENTHAL
MEMORANDUM






weather conditions. Agricultural interests are worried
about large supplies, rising grain surpluses and further
price declines.

During the campaign, you pledged to guarantee farm
income equal to cost of production, but there is some
flexibility in the way costs of production are defined.
The Talmadge bill would include almost all costs. Alternative
proposals considered by the EPG would define costs more

" narrowly. ~This distinction would mean a difference a,,/é.fﬁﬁ
between $2.91 (Talmadge) and $2.86 (EPG) per bushel of S
— a’.#uwu. ,

wheat at the outset, and a widening gap over time.

" Procedure

The following issues have important political as well
as budget implications. You may therefore wish to discuss
this matter with the principal people concerned (the Vice
President, Bob Bergland, Charlie Schultze, Bert Lance and
myself), or you can make decisions based on this memo.

Recommendation: =~ That you hold such a meeting
before March 23 to discuss the
agricultural proposals.

Approve '
Disapprove

Decision Issue l: Farm Income and Price Supports

The USDA has developed proposals that combine price and
income supports over the coming four years. There would be
some flexibility in the implementation of price support
levels but income support would be administered under an
automatic formula of essentially full production costs at
the outset, adjustable for changes in direct cost over time.

OMB developed alternative proposals with lower support
prices. The following table compares these various proposals
with the Talmadge bill with respect to net farm income,
consumer food costs and budget outlays.

Electrostatic € w Made
for Preservation Purposes
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THE WHITE HOUSE

THE PRECIDENT HAS SEEN, j’ / )

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: STU EIZENSTAT (S//‘VL/
SUBJECT: Drought Legislation

At your request, I have reviewed Jack's memo of March 21.
I would make the following points:

(1) The budget cost of the program proposed amounts
to $270 million for FY 1977 broken out as follows:

° $150 million for grants to communities for
water supply assistance;

° $100 million through the Agricultural Stabili-
zation and Conservation Service for soil con-
servation practices to prevent the loss of topsoil;

° Roughly $20 million to cover both administrative
cost and the interest subsidy on $594 million worth
of loans.

The program authorities are scheduled to terminate at the
end of this fiscal year. Budget cost in 1978 will amount
to about $16 million to cover interest subsidies, and will
decline thereafter for the life of the loans outstanding
(most of which will be for 40 years). The total budget

cost of the loan program is estimated by OMB at $547 million =--

but this is the full 40-yedr cost.

(2) The loan programs recommended are directed to areas of
need identified by the Drought Study Group.

® $100 million for emergency 5% loans to farmers
on a prospective loss basis;

° $50 million in emergency 5% loans to drought-
impacted small businessmen;
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